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Background
There are many aspects that contribute 
to the regulation of pharmaceutical law. The 
critical drug abuse epidemic the US is currently 
facing has these aspects at high examination. 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is one 
major factor controlling the pharmacy world, 
being responsible for protecting the public 
health by ensuring safety, efficacy, and security 
of products and drugs. The pharmacy itself is to 
be managed in a way that keeps all patients’ 
information kept private. This is protected under 
law by Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act (HIPAA). 
Research
An examination of pharmaceutical policy and state and local government organization and the relationship to national security will be the primary focus of this research.  
Exploring the operation and relationship of intergovernmental organizations in the policy process will include exploring cases and building data on interagency 
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Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
Our nation has always expressed interest in 
drug regulation, way before the FDA was 
created. The FDA began with the Pure Food 
and Drugs Act, a law that prohibited 
misbranded food and drugs, in 1906. 
Intriguingly, many of these early efforts 
to regulate drugs reflected ideas about 
drug contamination and misbranding 
that continue to permeate drug law 
today. More importantly, early state 
regulation also demonstrated that the 
boundary between medical practice and 
medical products, which is thought to 
serve as a dividing line between federal 
and state jurisdiction today, has long 
been indefinite.
Public Management 
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act is a federal law that establishes the uses of Protected Health Information (PHI) and gives 
the patients the right to access copies of their PHI. The standards of HIPAA privacy allow health providers, as well as pharmacies, to use and disclose 
PHI for purposes of treatment, payment, and health care operations. 
Survey Research
A survey is being developed to 
assess citizen knowledge of PHI 
and privacy rights this summer.  
Pilot testing should be completed 
next academic year with 
preliminary results.  This survey 
will be significant to our 
assessment of government 
pharmaceutical regulation.
